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Home, Together: The New 
Federal Plan

Home. 

Because we know that the only true 
end to homelessness is a safe and 
stable place to call home. 

Together. 

Because the solutions are going 
to take all of us working 
together, doing our parts, 
strengthening our communities. 

https://www.usich.gov/home-together/


Home, Together: Our Shared 
National Goals

• Ending homelessness among 
Veterans

• Ending chronic homelessness among 
people with disabilities 

• Ending homelessness among families 
with children

• Ending homelessness among 
unaccompanied youth 

• Ending homelessness among all other 
individuals
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Structure for Home, Together

Operational definition: 
Comprehensive response that 
ensures homelessness is prevented 
whenever possible, or if it can’t be 
prevented, it is a rare, brief, and 
one-time experience.

Criteria and benchmarks: Essential 
elements of comprehensive systems 
and the outcomes those systems 
must be able to achieve.
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Rare, Brief and One-Time: Essential 
Elements for Youth

Criteria
• Identify all unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness 
• Prevention and diversion strategies; immediate access to low-barrier 

crisis housing and services 
• Coordinated entry processes
• Act with urgency
• Continue to prevent and quickly end future experiences of homelessness

Benchmarks
• Few youth experiencing homelessness at any given time
• Swiftly connected to safe and stable housing opportunities and 

permanent housing options

Core Outcomes: stable housing, permanent connections, education and 
employment, and overall well-being. 
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Youth PIT 2018 National
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Total Sheltered Unsheltered
# % # % # %

Homeless Youth 
(Under 18) 4,093 11% 2,014 11% 2,079 11%

Homeless Youth
(18-24) 32,268 89% 15,997 89% 16,271 89%

TOTAL Homeless 
Youth (Under 25) 36,361 100% 18,011 100% 18,350 100%

Sheltered Status 100% 50% 50%



Youth PIT 2018 National con’t

Gender Identity

• 38% identified as female

• 60% identified as male

• 2% identified as transgender or 
gender non-conforming

Ethnic Identity

• 24% identified as Hispanic/Latinx

• 76% identified as non-
Hispanic/Latinx

Racial Identity

• 49% identified as white

• 34% identified as African 
American

• 10% identified as multiracial

• 7% identified as Asian, Native 
American, or Pacific Islander
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Subpopulations

• EHCY Data 2016-2017: More than 118,000 unaccompanied homeless youth 
enrolled in public schools

• Intersectionalities – LGBTQ, race, ethnicity, etc. that make youth homelessness 
more likely and/or more risky and/or less likely to identify

• Pregnant and parenting youth

• Veteran youth

• Survivors of human trafficking, sex work, etc.

• Youth with undocumented status

• Youth living with disabilities

• Youth using legal or illegal substances

• Unaccompanied youth under 18

9



Chapin Hall VOYC Research

•Youth link the beginning of their homelessness to 
early family instability and disruptions of home

•Youth pathways reflect geographic mobility and 
fluidity in sleeping arrangements

•Youth pathways characterized by significant personal 
losses; e.g., 35% experienced death of a parent or 
primary caregiver
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Source: Chapin Hall, University of Chicago, Voices of Youth Count Initiative

http://voicesofyouthcount.org/


Chapin Hall VOYC Research con’t

•1 in 10 youth (18 to 25) experience some form of 
homelessness in a year. 

•1 in 30 youth (13 to 17) experience some form of 
homelessness in a year. 

•Black or African-American youth had an 83% higher 
risk for homelessness.

• LGBTQ youth had a 120% higher risk for homelessness.
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Selected Federal Funding

•Youth Homelessness Demonstration Program (YHDP)

•Foster Youth to Independence Initiative (FYI)

•Family Unification Program (FUP)

•Human Trafficking Program NOFA

•Runaway and Homeless Youth Program (RHY)

•HOME Tenant-Based Rental Assistance (TBRA)
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https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/yhdp/
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/fyi_tpv
https://www.hud.gov/program_offices/public_indian_housing/programs/hcv/family
https://www.hudexchange.info/news/specialized-housing-and-services-for-victims-of-human-trafficking-nofa-fr-6300-n-45/
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/fysb/programs/runaway-homeless-youth
https://www.hudexchange.info/programs/home/topics/tbra/#policy-guidance-and-faqs


What Should I Do?

•Use: USICH materials via www.usich.gov

• Sign Up: USICH newsletter

• Learn: From young adults with lived experience of 

homelessness

•Apply: YHDP, Human Trafficking, FUP and FYI, etc.

• Join: 100-day challenges, youth-focused conferences, 

etc.
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http://www.usich.gov/


Selected Resources

• Home, Together

• Criteria and Benchmarks for Achieving the Goal of Ending Youth 

Homelessness and Questions to Assess Your Community's Progress

• Youth Specific FAQs for Coordinated Entry

• Homelessness in America: Focus on Youth

• Federal Programs that Can Help You End Youth Homelessness

• Advancing an End to Youth Homelessness: Federal and National 

Initiatives
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https://www.usich.gov/home-together/
https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/criteria-and-benchmarks-for-ending-youth-homelessness
https://www.hudexchange.info/resources/documents/Coordinated-Entry-and-Youth-FAQs.pdf
https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/homelessness-in-america-focus-on-youth
https://www.usich.gov/tools-for-action/federal-homelessness-assistance-programs-that-can-help-communities-end-youth-homelessness
https://www.usich.gov/resources/uploads/asset_library/federal-national-youth-initiatives-APRIL-2018.pdf
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Snapshot – Unaccompanied 
Youth
Unaccompanied Youth (<25)
◦ Unaccompanied youth

◦ Unaccompanied youth 
households

◦ Unsheltered

◦ Sheltered 1452
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Snapshot – Parenting Youth
Parenting Youth
◦ Parenting youth

◦ Parenting youth 
households

◦ Individuals in parenting 
youth households

◦ Unsheltered

◦ Sheltered 252 245
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Unaccompanied Youth Trends
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Parenting Youth Trends
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Bed Availability –
Youth Dedicated Beds
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Current Strategies & Solutions
Street Outreach

Emergency Shelter/Safe Havens

Transitional Housing

Permanent Housing

Local CoC Campaigns

Community Prevention & Diversion Strategies

Joint Child Welfare Projects

Supportive Housing for Chronic Population



Contact Information
Zachary Summerlin

Florida Office on Homelessness

Main Office: 850.922.4691

Cell phone: 850.363.1028

zachary.summerlin@myflfamilies.com

mailto:zachary.summerlin@myflfamilies.com


























HOMY Youth Voice Action Council - YVAC

• Mission: The YVAC is composed of youth + young adults with expertise in 
housing instability. Together we are building power and leading the movement 
to end youth homelessness through policy advocacy, community awareness, 
and education.

• Vision: We are committed to dismantling systems of oppression that lead to 
youth homelessness. We collaborate with community partners to ensure 
equitable outcomes for LGBTQ youth, youth of color, and youth with disabilities.



Examples of Change

• Miami-Dade County youth point-in-time count
• iCount Miami

• The HOMY Collective – Helping Our Miami-Dade Youth

• Youth Voice Action Council
• ”YVAC”
• Youth leadership development



Examples of Change

• Youth Access Points
• Educate Tomorrow

• Homeless prevention
• Extending termination notice time from 15 to 30 days

• Youth-specific housing programs
• Casa Valentina

• Centering LGBTQ youth + youth of color: 
• The Alliance for GLBTQ Youth
• Pridelines
• S.O.U.L. Sisters Leadership Collective



THANK YOU!
Questions?

MIAMI HOMES FOR ALL, INC.

www.miamihomesforall.org

@MiamiHomes4All

786.574.2061

Audrey Aradanas, Youth Program Manager

audrey@miamihomesforall.org

Evian White De Leon, Esq., Deputy Director

evian@miamihomesforall.org

YOUTH VOICE ACTION COUNCIL

www.homycollective.org

@HOMY_305

786.584.6338

Donette Manning

donette@soulsistersleadership.org



Palm Beach County
Ending Youth Homelessness
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State of Florida High Cost Areas 



In 2017, nearly 40% of all households in the County
spent more than 30% of their gross income on housing
costs. The problem is most acute among renters.

Type Number %

Owners 116,086 31.1%

Renters 96,291 56.3%

Total 212,377 39.1%

Source:  American Community Survey, U.S. Census Bureau (2018)
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Point in Time Count
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 Cross-System 

Collaboration and 

Partners

 Commitment to 

Change

 Out of  the Box 

Funding for Housing 

 Housing Specialist

 Weekly Case Staffings

Youth Voice
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Programmatic Services



Next Steps
◆ Grand Challenge

◆ Youth Demonstration Grant

◆Main Stream Vouchers

◆ Additional Youth Shelter Beds

◆ Faith in Action – PBC

◆ Youth Action Board – Focused only 
on Homelessness

◆ Youth appointments to Board of  
CoC


